THE   LIFE   OF   HORACE   WALPOLE
considered that he had done more service to letters through
his journeyman printer than by his pen," having sometimes/'
he told Lady Ossory, " obtained for the public works of
intrinsic value or variety: I shall sit mighty low on the bench
of authors; but Kirgate and I shall not give place to many
printers in the Temple of Fame/'
He had, however, and he knew it, real celebrity as a per-
sonality and a talker; but old age brought disgust for general
society and almost physically disabled him. Besides, it ^was
part of his philosophy that such celebrity was transient and
did not pass current with the younger generation. He
apologized to Montagu for belonging to " a club of both
sexes " being set up at Almack's! What should he do in
so young and fashionable a society ? Still: " Age ought
sometimes to polish itself against younger acquaintance/'
jet " it must be the work of folly if one hopes to contract
friendships with them, or desires it. In short, they are a
pleasant medicine that one should take care not to grow fond
of/* That was his creed at fifty-three. Now at seventy-
three he found that his disvalued reputation could attract
younger women to whom society showed every goodwill;
not only that, but beyond yea or nay they took pleasure in his
conversation; and his old age with its long memory was a new
claim to their regard* They listened eagerly to his recollec-
tions ; the proof is that within a few weeks of forming theit
acquaintance he had begun to write for them his Reminis-
cences of the Courts of George I and George n, which wers
begun on October 31,1788, and finished by January 13 of die
nest year. In short, they had restored to him his zest for life,
and his occupations. But in truth, they were his occupation
Whatever he did, he did with them, or for them.
They were of course introduced in form to his relatives
who accepted them with goodwill. Mrs. Darner, an abl*
and cultivated woman who loved her elderly kinsman, made*
dose friendship with Mary Berry; there could b& no bettei